Peace Preservation (Ireland) Bill. 



[AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE.] 



AUHAKGEMENT OE CLATTSES. 
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1. Short title. 

2. LLmitation of Act. 

3. General definitions. 



PART I. 

Amendment of Peace Preservation Act. 



4. Special definitions. 
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6. Persons having game licences also to have licences to have- 

and cany arms. Special licence to cany revolvers. 

7. Punishment for carrying or having arms in proclaimed district. 

8. 15 & 16 Geo. 3. c. 21. and 1 & 2 Will. 4. c. 44. to apply to pro- 

claimed districts. 



9. Repeal of 11 & 12 Viet. c. 2. s. 4. 

10. Powers of persons acting under search warrants. 

11. In ]3roclaimed districts no dealer shall sell gunpowder but to 
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12. In proclaimed districts arms to he sold, &c. only to persons 

licensed to have arms. 

13. In proclaimed districts where felony committed justices may 

summon persons suspected of being cajjahle of giving 
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refusing to give evidence. 

14. Persons charged with carrying or having arms may in certain 

cases he admitted to bail. 

15. Power to issue w'^arrant to search in proclaimed district for 

documents in handwriting of persons suspected of writing 
threatening letters. 

16. Clause A. — Repeal of provisions of Peace Preservation Act as 

to posting proclamations, &c. 
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28. Any metropolitan police magistrate or stipendiary magistrate 

may act alone. 

Change of Venue. 

-29. Venue may be changed on suggestion of Attorney General. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



[33 ViCT.] 



Feace Freservation {Ireland), 



iii 



PAUT III. 

General Provisions. 

Neiospapers. 

'Clause 

30. Newspapers coiitaimiig treasonable or seditions matters, &c. 

forfeited to Her Majesty. 

31. Power to Lord Lieutenant to issue warrant to searcli for and 

seize newspapers, printing presses, types, &c. ' 

32. Power to enter premises to execute warrant. 

33. Action in case of illegal search or seizure. 

3-1. Term “ newspaper.” 

Fegulations as to Gunpowder and Fire-arms. 

35. No person not licensed as a manufacturer sbaE sell gimpowder 
without a licence for that purpose. 
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A 

BILL 

[AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE] 

TO 

Amend “ The Peace Preservation (Ireland) Act, 1856,” and A.D. i87o. 
for other purposes relating to the Preservation of Peace in 
Ireland. 

W HEREAS it is expedient to amend the “ Peace Preservation 
(Ireland) Act, 1856,” and to make further and better pro- 
visions for the protection of life and property in Ireland : 

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
5 vdth the advice and consent of the Lords Spii’itual and Temporal, 
and Co mm ons, in the present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows : 

1 . Tliis Act may be cited for all purposes as “ The Peace Pre- Short title, 
serration (Ireland) Act, 1870.” 

10 2 . This Act shall apply to Ireland only, and shall continue in Limitation 

operation until the first day of August one thousand eight hundi’ed 
and seventy-one. 

3 . In tills Act — General 

The term “ Lord Lieutenant ” shall mean the Lord Lieutenant definitions. 
16 and the Lords Justices or other chief governors or governor 
of Ireland for the time being : 

The terms “chief secretaiy ” and “under secretary” shall mean 
respectively the chief secretary and under secretary of the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland : 

20 The term “chief officer of police” shall mean within the police 
district of Dublin metropolis, any one of the commissioners 
of police for the said district, and elsewhere any inspector, 
sub-inspector, head or other constable of the Royal Irish 
constabulary acting as chief officer of constabulary within any 
26 district or town : 

The term “county” shall extend to and include county of a 
city, and county of a town, and a riding of a county : 

The term " principal Act ” shall mean the parts of the Act passed 
in the session of Parliament held in the eleventh and twelfth 
[Bin 88.] A 
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A.D. 1870. 
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Construction 
of Act. 

Persons 
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to have 
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cany arms. 



Special 
licence to 
carry re- 
volvers. 



years of tlie reign of Her present Majesty, intituled “ An Act for 
“ the better prevention of crime and outrage in certain portions 
“ of Ireland until the first day of December one thousand 
“ eight hundred and forty-nine, and to tbe end of tbe tben 
“ next session of Parliament,” which are continued hy and ai*e 5 
in force and operation under tbe Peace Preservation Act : 

The term “Peace Preservation Act ’’shall mean “The Peace - 
Preservation (Ireland) Act, 1856,” and the Acts amending and 
continuing the same now in force. 

The term “ gunpowder ” shall include gun-cotton and any other 10 
explosive matter used for the discharge of fire-arms. 

The teiuns “ constabulary ” and “ Eoyal Irish constabulary ” in 
tbe Peace Preservation Act, and in this Act, shall respectively 
include “ Dublin Metropolitan PoHce.” 



PAET I. 15 

Amendment or Peace Preservation Act. 

4. In Part I. and Part II. of this Act the terms following shall 
have tbe meanings berein-after assigned to them respectively : 

The term “ proclaimed district ” shall mean any county, county of 
a city, county of a town, or any barony or baronies, half barony 20 
or half baronies, in any county at large, or any district of less 
extent, to which the provisions of The Peace Preservation Act 
are declared to apply by proclamation under tbe said Act, so 
long as such proclamation shall be in force : 

The term “ notice ” shall mean any notice published under the pro- 25- 
visions of section eleven of the principal Act, requiring persons 
in a proclaimed district to deposit arms at a place therein named : 

The term “ arms ” shall include any cannon, gun, revolver, pistol, 
or other fire-arm, or any part or parts of any cannon, gun, 
revolver, pistol, or other fire-arm, or any sword, cutlass, pike or 30 
bayonet, or any bullets, gunpowder, or ammunition. 

5. Part I. of this Act so far as is consistent with the tenor thereof 
shall be construed as one with the Peace. Preservation Act. 

6. Notwithstanding anything in the principal Act it shall not be 

lawful for — 35 

Any person, although duly licensed to kill game, to carry arms, 
or, after notice, to have arms, in any proclaimed district, unless such 
person shall also have a licence granted to In'm under the Peace 
Preservation Act to carry and have arms in such district, or in 
some other proclaimed district ; or for — 40 

Any person (except justices of the peace, persons in Her Majesty’s 
Naval or Military Service, or in the Coast Guard Seir^ce, or in the 
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service of the revenue, or in the police or Royal Irish constabulai'y, A. D. 18 7Q. 
or special constables) to carry, oi-j after notice, to have any fire-arm 
of the description kno-wn as a revolver in any proclaimed district, 
although he shall have a licence granted to him under the Peace 
. 5 Preservation Act to carry and have arms within such district, unless 
such licence shall describe such fire-arm as a revolver and specially 
permit the carrying or having the same. 

7. So much of section two of the Peace Preservation Act Punisiiment 
as enacts that the punishment to which parties are liable, ^ on 
10 conviction, under the ninth and twelfth sections of the principal ai-msin 
Act shall thenceforth be reduced from imprisonment for any period 
not exceeding two years, with or without hard labour, to imprison- 
ment for any period not exceeding one year, shall be and the same 
is hereby repealed. 

15 Any person guilty of carrying or having arms contrary to the pro- 
visions of the said ninth and twelfth sections of the principal Act, or 
contrary to the provisions of the sixth section of this Act, or any 
of them, shall be liable on conviction thereof to be imprisoned, with 
or without hard labour, for any term not exceeding two years. 

20 8. All the powers and provisions now in force of an Act 

passed in the Parliament of Ireland in the session of Parlia- j ’gj, 2 
ment held in the fifteenth and sixteenth years of the reign Will. 4. c.^4. 
of His late Majesty King George the Third, intituled “ An prodaimea 
“ Act to xsrevent and punish tumultuous risings of persons within districts. 

25 “ this kingdom, and for other jnu’poses therein mentioned,” and 
also of another Act amending the same, passed in the Parliament of 
the United Kingdom in the second year of the reign of His late 
Majesty King "William the Poiudh, intituled "An Act to amend an 
“ Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland in the fifteenth and 
30 " sixteenth years of the reign of His Majesty King George the 
" Third, intituled ‘An Act to prevent and punish tumultuous risings 
" ‘ of persons within this kingdom, and for other purposes therein 
" ‘ mentioned,’ ” shall extend and apply to every proclaimed district, 
and upon any trial or proceeding under the said last recited Acts, or 
35 either of them, it shall not be necessary to prove that any such 
district was at the time of the commission of any offence or offences 
against the said last recited Acts, or either of them, in a state of 
public or general disturbance, or insmTectionary movement, or that 
any such offence or offences, or the circumstances attending the 
40 same, was or were of an insurrectionary nature or character : Provided 
always, that the court or judge before which or whom any person 
or persons shall be tried for any offence against the provisions of 
section two of the said Act of the fifteenth and sixteenth years of 

[88.] A 2 
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A. D- 18 70. the reign of His late Majesty King George the Third, shall, where 
such offence has been cororaitted at any time after sunset and before 
sumise, or before the hour of sis in the forenoon though the sun 
should be arisen, hare power and authority to sentence such 
prisoner to penal servitude for any term not exceeding seven years. 5 

flT'aTiM. passing of this Act section fourteen of the 

c. 2. s. 4. principal Act shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 



persons lawful for any person to whom any warrant to 

actiDg under Search for and seize arms in any proclaimed district is directed, 
Jantf pi'ovisions of section thirteen of the principal Act, and 10 

for constables and other persons acting in their aid or assistance, 
within the space of three months next after the date of any such 
wan-ant, at such time and times and as often as they think fit to 
enter into any house or place, in order to execute such warrant, and 
in case admittance shall be refused to any such constables or persons 15 
as aforesaid, or shall not be obtained by them within a reasonable 
time after it has been first demanded, then to enter bv force into 
such house or place in order to execute such warrant. 



In pro- 
claimed 
districts 
no dealer 
shall sell 
gunpowder 
but to n 
licensed 
dealer or to 
a person 
licensed to 
keep arms. 



In pro- 
claimed dis- 
tricts arms to 
be sold, &c. 
only to 
persons 
licensed to 
have arms. 



11. Every maker of or dealer in gunpowder, his agent or 
seiwant, shall, before selling or delivering any gunpowder to any 20 
person in any proclaimed district, re^quire such person to produce a 
licence authorizing him to make, deal in, or sell gunpowder, or to have 

or caiTy arms, or in case such gunpowder shall he wanted for the 
purpose of mining or blasting, a certificate, under the hands of one 
or more justices of the peace, that such gunpowder is to be applied 26 
to such purpose, and in the case of gunpowder required for -miniTig 
or blasting there shall he endorsed on such certificate by the person 
selling or delivering the same, the quantity so sold or delivered, and 
the time of sale, and such person shall sign his name thereto ; and 
if any maker of or dealer in gunpowder, his agent or servant, 30 
shall sell or deliver any gunpowder to any person without the pro- 
duction of such a licence or certificate, or shall neglect to endorse 
on such certificate the quantity so sold or delivered and the time 
when, and to sign his name thereto, he shall for the first such offence 
he liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds, and for any second 36 
offence he shall he liable to a further penalty not exceeding ten 
pounds. 

12. It shall not he lawful for any person in a proclaimed district 
to sell to, or to make, mend, repaii’, or keep for any person not duly 
licensed to have arms any gun, revolver, pistol, or other fire-arm, or 40 
any part thereof j and if any j^erson shall sell, make, mend, repair, 

or keep any gun, revolver, pistol, or other fire-arm, or part thereof, 
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contrary to the provisions of this Act, every such offender shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 

13. Where in any proclaimed district any felony, or misdemeanor 
shall be made to appear to have been committed, any justice of the 

5 peace in such district, although no person may be charged before 
him with the commission of such offence, shall have full power and 
authority to summon to the place where the petty sessions for the 
district in which said felony or misdemeanor has been committed are 
usually held, any person within his jurisdiction who, he shall have 
10 reason to believe, is capable of giving material evidence concerning 
any such felony or misdemeanor, and to examine such person on oath 
concerning any such felony or misdemeanor, and, if he shall see cause, 
to bind such person by recognizance to appear and give evidence at 
the next petty sessions, quarter sessions, or assizes. And in case any 
16 person who shall be s umm oned for that purpose shall neglect or 
refuse to appear or shall refuse to take such oath, or having taken 
such oath shall refuse to answer such questions concerning the said 
felony or misdemeanor as shall then be put to him, or shall refuse to 
enter into such recognizance, such person may be dealt with in the 
20 manner provided by section thirteen of The Petty Sessions (Ireland) 
Act, 1851, in the case of a witness to whom a summons was issued 
and who neglects or refuses to attend or who refuses to give evidence 
or be bound by recognizance so to do. 

Every summons under this section may be in the Eorm (I.) in the 
26 Schedule (A.) to this Act annexed, or to the like effect. 

14 . Where any person in a proclaimed district shah, be charged 
with any offence contrary to the provisions of sections nine and 
twelve of the principal Act, or of section six of this Act, or of any 
of them, the admission to bail of such person shall be subject to the 

30 like conditions as the admission to bail imder section sixteen of 
The Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 1851, of persons charged with any 
of the offences specified in sub-section one of the said section. 

15. Whenever any information in writing and on oatli is made 
before a justice that there is i*easonable cause to suspect that 

35 any threatening letter or threatening notice, as the same is 
defined in the Schedule (C.) to this Act annexed, was written 
by any particular person, and that there is to be found in any 
house or other place belonging to or under the control of such 
person in a proclaimed district, any document or documents in his 
40 handwriting, it shall be lawful for such justice to issue a warrant 
to search such house or place for such document or documents ; and 
every such wan-ant shall be in the Eorm (II.) in the Schedule (A.) 

[88.] A 3 
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A.D. 1870. to this Act annexed or to the like effect, and shall be directed 

to and executed by the like parties, and in like manner, and 

subject to the like conditions in every respect, so far as the same 
Cladsb A. applicable, as if the same were a warrant to search issued 
provision of under “The Smnmary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Act, 1851.” 

16 . T’rom and after the passing of this Act, so much of^ the 
Act as to Peace Preservation Act as relates to the posting of proclamations, 
ciamatfons, abstracts, and notices shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 



^Cladsk B I’rinted copies of every proclamation, abstract, and notice 

Prated' ■ under the provisions of the Peace Preservation Act shall be posted 10 
copies of of one place of public worslnp, if there be 

claiMUon, such, in every parish, and of every police station and barrack within 
under district named in such proclamation, by some one or more of the 
Peace Pre- constables or sub-constables of the Royal Irish constabulary ; and 
sei-vation ^fter any constable or sub-constable has posted any such printed 15 
^ofted on copies within such district, or any part thereof, he shall verify such 
or near posting by a solemn declaration annexed to a printed copy of such 
phiff^pub- proclamation, abstract, or notice, to be made before a justice of the 
lie -worship peace in the Rorm (IX.) specified in the Schedule (A.) to this Act 
palish^ &c. annexed, or to the like effect ; and such constable or sub-constahle 20 
in district, shall deposit such printed copy and declaration annexed thereto with 
the clerk of the peace for the county within which such district 
or any part thereof is situate or Ms deputy ; and the said clerk of 
the peace or deputy shall sign and date the same, and shall 
preserve the same amongst the records of the said county ; and the 25 
production from the custody of such clerk of the peace or deputy 
of the said printed copy of such proclamation, abstract, or notice 
and declaration annexed thereto, or of a copy of the same respec- 
tively, signed and certified as a true copy by such clerk of the 
peace or deputy, shall ia aU proceedings, and for all purposes 30 
whatsoever, he conclusive evidence that the said proclamation and 
abstract or notice were or was duly posted -within the district or 
part of the district in said declaration mentioned. 



PART II. 

Special Proclamations. 35 

Provisions 18 . "Wlicnever in the judgment of the Lord Lieutenant, by and 
°f tV* A*^t advice of the Privy Council of Ireland, it is necess^ for 

to nppij to the better prevention of crime and outrage that the protdsions of 
proclaimed thig part of this Act shall apply to any proclaimed district, it shall 

flktripts xi » 
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•be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant, by and witli the advice of the A.D. 1870. 
said Privy Council, to declai’e by proclamation, in this part of when special 
this Act 'called a special proclamation, to be published in the proci^ation 
Dublin Gazette, that from and after a day to be named therein the 
6 provisions of this part of this Act shall be in force within the tenant, 
same ; and thereupon such district shall be a district specially 
proclaimed within the meaning of this part of this Act : Provided 
always, that it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant, by a new 
proclamation, to be made by and with the ad^ice of the Privy 
10 Council of Ireland, to be pubhshed in the Dublin Gazette, to revoke 
any special proclamation issued mrder tliis part of this Act, as to 
the whole or any part of the district named in such special procla- 
mation ; and thereupon such special proclamation shall, from and 
after a day to be named in such new proclamation, stand and be 
15 revoked, so far as such new proclamation shall piu-port to revoke 
the same. 

19 . Printed copies of every special proclamation issued under Printed 
tlie a-atlioiity of tins part of fliis Act shall be posted in the manner 
prescribed by the Peace Preservation Act, in relation to the posting prociama- 
20 of proclamations issued under the provisions thereof, and at the foot 
of every copy of any such special proclamation so posted as afore- 
said an abstract of the provisions of this part of this Act shall be 
printed for the information of all persons affected by the said 
enactments. 

Clause C. 

26 20 . Printed copies of every special proclamation issued under Printed 

th8 anthority of tills part of this Act 'shall he posted on or near to 
the door of one place of public worship, if there he such, in every prociama- 
parish, and of eTery police station and barrack, within the district 
named in such special proclamation, hy some one or more of the 
30 constables or sub-constahles of the Eoyal Irish Constabulary, and 
at the foot of every copy of any such special proclamation so posted 
as aforesaid an abstract of the provisions of this part of this Act 
shall be printed for the information of all persons affected by the 
said enactments; and after any constable or sub-constable has 
35 posted any such printed copies within such district, or any part 
thereof, he shall verify such posting by a solemn declaration 
annexed to such printed copy of such special proclamation, to be 
made before a justice of the peace in the Form (X.) specified in the 
Schedule (A.) to this Act annexed, or to the like effect, and such 
40 constable or sub-constable shall deposit such printed copy and 
declaration annexed thereto with the clerk of the peace for the 
cormty within which such district or any part thereof is situate, 

[88.] A 4 
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or his deputy, and the said clerk of the peace or deputy shall sign 
and date the same, and shall preserve the same amongst the records 
of the said county, and the production from the custody of such 
clerk of the peace or deputy of the said printed copy of such special 
proclamation and declaration annexed thereto, or of a copy of the 5 
same respectively signed and certified as a true copy by such clerk 
of the peace or deputy, shall in all proceedings, and for all purposes 
whatsoever, be conclusive evidence that the said proclamation fi nd 
abstract were duly posted within the district or pai-t of the district 
in said declaration mentioned. 

21. The production of a printed copy of the Dublin Gazette, 
purporting to be printed and published by the Queen’s authority, 
containing the publication of any special proclamation, imder this 
part of tins Act, shall be conclusive evidence of all such facts and 
circumstances as were or shall he necessary to authorize the issuing 15 
of any such special proclamation ; and every such special proclama- 
tion shall be deemed and taken in all such courts respectively, to 
aU intents and purposes whatsoever, to have been issued in con- 
formity with this part of this Act. 

22. A copy of every special proclamation issued imder the autho- 20 
rity of this Act shall be laid before each House of Parliament 
within fourteen days of the date of the same, if Par-iiament be then 
assembled, and if not then within fourteen days of the next sub- 
sequent meeting of Parliament. 

Arrest of Fersom out at Night under s^t 8 picio^ls Circmistanoes. 25 

23. It shall be lawful for any justice of the peace to arrest 
and bring before him, or cause to be arrested or brought before 
him, or for any constable, peace officer, or other person to arrest 
and bring before any justice of the peace any person who, within 
any district specially proclaimed and under suspicious circumstances, 30 
shall be in the fields, streets, highways, or elsewhere out of his 
dwelling or place of abode at any time from one hour after sunset 
until sunrise, and any such justice may order such person to be 
brought or appear before the justices of the peace assembled at the 
next petty sessions for the district in which such person was 35 
arrested, and may in the meantime commit such person to gaol or 
admit him to bail as to such justice shall seem fit, and the justices 

at such petty sessions assembled shall examine the person so brought 
or appearing before them, who shall in such case be a competent 
witness, and shall examine such other witnesses and receive such 40 
evidence as may be brought before them touching the charge, and 
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if upon such herring the justices shall helieve that such person was A.D. 1870. 
not out of his house upon sonic lawful occasion or business, such 
justices may commit him to gaol, there to be imprisoned with or 
without hard labour for any period not exceeding six calendar months. 

5 Closing of ^uhlic Soii'Ses hxj order of Lord Lieutenant. 

24 . It shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant by order in 
■writing, to be signed by the Chief or Under Secretary, whenever ho tenant by 
thinks fit to direct that any person who keeps any house or place in order to close 

, / • • -j. 1 public-houses 

any district specially proclaimed for the sale ot wme, spirits, ale, districts 
10 beer, or cyder by retail, shall, during the period specified in such specially 
order, close such house or place at simset or at such time after 
sunset as shall be specified in such order ; and every such order 
shall be served upon the person to whom the same is dhected 
by delivering to him a copy of such order, or if he cannot be 
15 conveniently met with by leaving such copy at the house or 
place to which such order relates ; and any person upon whom 
such order shall be served, and who shall keep open suclrhouse 
or other place in violation of such order, shall on conviction be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, and to imprisonment 
20 for any period not exceeding three calendar months. 

Lower to arrest Strangers. 

25 . It s bfl . 11 be la-wful for any justice of the peace to arrest and Power to 
bring before him, or cause to be arrested or brought before him, or 

for any constable, peace officer, or other person to arrest and bring in district 
26 before any justice of the peace, any stranger sojourning or wandering 
in any district specially proclaimed, and for such justice to examine ^ 
him respecting ffis place of abode, the place from whence he came, 
his manner of livehhood, and his object or motive for remaining or 
coming into the county, city, or to'wn in which he shall be found, and 
30 unless he shall answer to the satisfaction of such justice, or produce 
sufficient seemity for his good behaviom, such justice shall commit 
him to gaol, there to remain until he shall find such security as 
aforesaid, or unth he- shall be discharged by a justice of the peace : 

Provided always, that such justice shall, without delay, after such 
35 committal, transmit to the Lord Lieutenant, a true and faithful 
report of such committal, and the grounds and reasons thereof, the 
amount of bail required, with the examination of the prisoner, 
and the reasons alleged by bim why he should not be committed ; 
which such justice is required to take down in writing, in order that 
^0 such person may be detained or discharged, as to the Lord Lieutenant 
may seem right. 

[88.] B 
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alone. 



Smnmary Proceedings m certain Oases. 

26. When any person is charged in any district specially pro- 
claimed before any justices of the peace assembled at petty sessions 
with any offence contrary to any of the enactments specified in 
Part I. of the schedule (B.) to this Act annexed, it shall he lawful 6 
for such justices, if they so think fit, to hear and determine the charge 
in a summary way, and if the person charged shall confess the same, 
or if such justices, after bearing tbe whole case for the prosecution 
and for the defence, shall find the charge to be proved, then it 
shall be lawful for such justices to convict the person charged, and 10 
commit him to gaol, there to he imprisoned, with or without hard 
labour, for any period not exceeding six calendar months ; and if 
they find the offence not proved they shall dismiss the charge, and 
make out and deliver to the person charged a certificate under 

th eir bands, stating the fact of such dismissal ; and every such con- 16 
viction and certificate respectively may he in the Porms (III.) and 
(IV.) in the schedule (A.) to this Act annexed, or to the like effect ; 
Provided that if such justices are of opinion that the charge, from any 
circumstances, should he made the subject of prosecution by indict- 
ment, rather than he disposed of summarily, such justices shall, 20 
instead of summarily adjudicating thereon, deal with the case in 
all respects as if this Act had not been passed. If upon the 
hearing of the charge such justices shall be of opinion that there 
are circumstances in the case which render it inexpedient to inflict 
any punishment, they shall have power to dismiss the person 26 
charged, without proceeding to a conviction. 

Every person who obtains a certificate of dismissal or is convicted 
under this Act shall be released from all further or other criminal 
proceedings for the same cause. 

27. In every case of s umm ary proceeding under this Act the 30 
person accused shall he allowed to make his full answer and defence, 
and to have all witnesses examined and cross-examined by counsel 

or attorney. 

28. Any magistrate appointed to act at the xiohee courts of the 
police district of Dublin metropolis, and sitting at a police court 35 
within the said district, or any stipendiary'magistrate sitting in petty 
sessions, may do alone all acts by this part of this Act authorized to 

be done by justices of the peace at petty sessions. 

Where any justices of the peace at petty sessions are by this 
part of this Act authorized to do any act, such act may be done by 40 
any two or more of such justices, provided always that one of such 
justices shall he a stipendiary magistrate. 
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Change of Venue. ’ J 

29. Wiiere any indictment found in any county specially pro- ygnoG may 
claimed shall be removed by Certiorari into Her Majesty’s Com’t of 
Queen’s Bench at Dublin, and issue shall be joined on such indict- 
6 ment, the said court, in term time or in the vacation, shall, upon 
the application of Her Majesty’s Attorney General for Ireland in that 
behalf, order a suggestion to be entered iipon the record directing such 
^sue to be tried in such county as the com’t shall name, and specified 
in such suggestion other than the comity in which such indictment 
10 was found, and such suggestion may be in the form (V .) in the sche- 
dule (A.) to this Act annexed or to the like effect, and shall have the 
same force and effect as any suggestion by which if made on the 
record the issue joined on any such indictment might now by law 
be tried in -a. county other than the county in which such indictment 
16 was found, and thereupon all proceedings may be taken according to 
the practice of the said com-t for the trial of the person charged in 
such indictment, and such person may be tried, in the county in 
that behalf specified in such suggestion, and such proceedings and 
trial, and every verdict given at such trial, and any judgment 
20 thereon, shall be valid and effectual to all intents and purposes as if 
such person had been tried in the county in which the offence 
charged in such indictment was committed. 

In case of any such indictment so removed as aforesaid the days 
or times allowed or required according to the practice of the court 
25 for appearing or pleading, or in any notice of motion or in any writ of 
' Habeas corpus, or in or for any other step or iiroceeding relating to 
such indictment, shall run in vacation as well as in term time, and 
any order may be made in reference to such indictment or the pro- 
ceedings thereon by the said Court of Queen’s Bench, or by a judge 
30 thereof in vacation as weU as in term time ; and for the purposes 
of this section the said Court of Queen’s Bench shall have power 
to sit in vacation. 



PART III. 

General Provisions. 

35 Newspapers. 

30. mere any newspaper printed or purporting to te printed 
in Ireland after the passing of this Act contains any treasonable treasonable 
... or seditious engraving, matter, or expressions, or any incitements [Ratters' 
to the committing of any felony, or any engraving, matter, or forfeited to 
4,0 expressions encouraging or propagating treason or sedition, or inciting HerMajesty. 
[88.] B 2 
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to the commission of any felony, all printing presses, engines, 
macMnery, types, implements, utensils, paper, and other plant and 
materials used or employed or intended to he used or employed in 
or for the pui^ose of printing or publishing such netvspaper, or 
found in or about any premises "where such newspaper is printed 5 
or published, and all copies of such newspaper, wherever found, 
.shall he forfeited to Her Majesty. 

Where after the passing of this Act any newspaper printed else- 
where than in Ireland is published or circixlated in Ireland, and 
contains any such engraving, matter, expressions, or incitements 10 
as aforesaid, all copies of such newspaper, wherever found, shall 
he forfeited to Her Majesty. 

31. Where it appears to the Lord Lieutenant that any such news- 
paper as aforesaid contains any such engraving, matter, expres- 
sions, or incitements, as aforesaid, he may, by warrant under his 15 
hand in the form (VI.) in the schedule (A.) to this Act annexed, 

or to the lOce effect, empower any person or persons to whom such 
warrant is addressed, or his or their assistants, to enter upon any 
premises where the newspaper specified in said warrant, and con- 
taining such engraving, matter, expressions, or incitements as 20 
aforesaid, is printed or published, or where any printing press, 
engine, machine, types, implements, utensils, paper, or other plant 
or materials used or employed or intended to he used or employed, or 
suspected to he or to have been used or employed, for the printing 
or publishing of such newspaper as aforesaid shall ho, or shall he 25 
suspected to be, or where any copy of such newspaijer as aforesaid is 
sold, distributed, or published, or suspected to be sold, distributed, or 
published, or kept or deposited for sale, distribution, or publication, 
or suspected to be kept or deposited for sale, distribution, or pub- 
lication, and to search for, seize, and take away such printing presses, 30 
engines, machines, types, papers, implements, utensils, and plant, 
and every copy of such newspaper as aforesaid ; and no action, save 
as herein-aftor mentioned, shall be brought or maiutaiued against 
any person for the issuing of such warrant, or for any entry, search, 
or seiziu'c, or other act, matter, or thing done in pursuance or rmder 36 
the authority of any such warrant as aforesaid. 

32. Where any person duly authorized by warrant, as aforesaid, 
to enter any premises, or his assistants, shall demand admittance, 
and give notice of such warrant, and the door of any house, room, 
shop, warehouse, outhouse, building, or other premises shall not be 40 
opened within reasonable time after the making of such demand, it 
shall be lawful for any such person, or his assistants, to break open 
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sxicli door, and to enter thereat, for the pui'pose of making such A.D. 1870. 
search or seizure as aforesaid, and if any person shall refuse to 
permit any person duly authorized hi that behalf, or his assistants, 
to enter such premises for the purpose of making any such search 
5 or seizure, or shall resist, obstruct, molest, prevent, or hinder any 
such person, or his assistants, as aforesaid, in the making of any 
such search, or in the seizing or taking away of any goods, chattels, 
articles, matters, and things which may he lawfully seized, or other- 
wise in the execution of any warrant under this Act, such person 
10 shall he deemed guilty of assaulting or wilfully resisting or obstructing 
a peace ofB.cer in the due execution of his duty, and on conviction 
shall be punished accordingly. 

33. Where any person, who but for the provisions of this part Action in 
of this Act would be entitled to maintain an action for any search or 
15 seizure made imder the authority of a warrant under this part of this or seizure. 
Act, feels aggrieved by any search or seizme made under the autho- 
rity of any such warrant, he may within two calendar months after 
such search or seizm’e commence an action in any of Her Majesty’s 
Superior Courts of Common law at Dublin against the person or 
20 persons to whom such warrant is addressed, or any of the assistants 
of such person or persons, and may claim damages on the ground 
that such search or seizure was illegal, because the newspaper 
specified in such warrant and in reference to which srrch search 
or seizure was made did not contain any engraving, matter, ex- 
25 pressions, or incitements, by reason of which such newspaper was 
forfeited to Her Majesty under the provisions of this part of this 
Act, or because the chattels seized were not copies of such news- 
paper, or because the printing presses, engines, machinery, types, 
implements, utensils, paper, plant, and materials were not used or 
30 employed or intended to be used or employed or reasonably sus- 
pected to be or to have been used or employed or intended to be 
used or employed in or for the piupose of printing or publishing 
such newspaper, or because the chattels seized were not found in 
or about any premises where such newspaper as aforesaid was 
35 printed, published, sold, or distributed or kept or deposited for 
publication, sale, or distribution, or reasonably suspected to be 
published, sold, or distributed or kept for publication, sale, or 
distribution; and the defendant in such action may plead in 
defence to such action the defence in the schedule (C.) to this 
'10 Act annexed, or a defence to the like effect; and such action 
shall, except as is herein specially provided, be prosecuted, tried, 
and determined in every respect as any other action of tort brought 
in any of the said superior coiuts; and any copy or copies of the 
[ 88 .] ^ ^ 
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said newspaper publistied before tbe search or seizure complained 
of may be giyen in eyidence by tbe defendant in aid of tbe proof 
of tbe nature or tendency of tbe engraving, matter, expressions, 
or incitements used in tbe said newspaper, in reference to whicb 
tbe search or seizure complained of was made ; and in tbe eyent 5 
of tbe jury finding that sucb newspaper did contain any sucb 
engraving, matter, expressions, or incitements- as aforesaid, tbe 
defendant shall- be entitled to a verdict, and to lus costs of suit; 
and if they shall find that sucb newspaper did not contain any 
sucb engraving, ma-tter, expressions,- or incitements as aforesaid 10 
tbe plaintiff shall be entitled to a verdict, and after final judg- 
ment to sucb damages as may be lawfully awarded by tbe jury, 
together -\-vitb bis costs of suit according to tbe practice of tbe coiut 
appbcable to sucb an action; and where any such judgment shall 
be given for tbe plaintiff, there shall be paid to tbe plaintiff out of 15 
moneys to be provided by Parliament the damages awarded him, 
together with his costs of suit. 

34-. The term “ newspaper ” in this part of this Act shall include 
two or more copies of a newspaper bearing tbe same name, whether 
published on the same day or on different days, and shall also include 20 
any series of newspapers whether printed on one day or different 
days, or -with one name or -with different names. 



'Regulations as to Gunpowder and Rire-arms. 

35. It shall not be lawful for any person, not being duly 
licensed to manufacture gunpowder to deal in or sell gimpowder by 26 
retail or otheiwise in Ii’eland, unless he shall have obtained a licence 
for that purpose from the Lord Lieutenant, or the chief or under 
secretary ; and no such licence shall bo granted without a certificate, 
under the hands and seals of two or more justices of the peace in 
petty sessions assembled for the district within which such person 30 
shall carry on such trade, that such person is a proper person to obtain 
the same, and that his stores are secure and fit for the purpose of 
keeping gunpowder ; and any person who shall sell gunpowder, by 
retail or otherwise, without being licensed for that purpose, or without 
being licensed to manufacture gunpowder as aforesaid, shall for every 35 
such offence be liable to penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, and all 
gunpowder, and every cask or vessel in which the same shall be con- 
tained, found in the • possession of, or in any house or other place 
belonging to such person, shall be forfeited to the use of Her 
Majesty. 40 
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36 . Every reaker or manufacturer of gunpowder, and every person A.D. 1870. 
dealing in or selling tlie same, in Ireland, shall within thirty days (Gunpowder 
after the passing of this Act return an account to the chief officer 
of police in the district in which he resides of all the stock of gun- in thirty 
6 nowder then in his possession, describing the place or - places where days after 
the same is kept, and the packages containing the same, ana snau mentof ^ct, 
provide a hook in which such quantity shall he entered, and shall and after- 
from time to time, in the first week of every calendar month, make 
or cause to he made a like retom and like entry; and every such shaft retura 
10 maker or manrfactaer or dealer in gunpowder, ty wholesale or 

retail, shall also enter or cause to he entered in a separate hook chief officer 
to he hy him for that purpose provided, and distinguished by 
the name of “the hook of sales,” an account of every parcel of books with 
gunpowder sold or disposed of or delivered, with the time when and 
15 to whom ; and it shall he lawful for any justice of the peace, or any to bo in- ’ 
chief officer of police, or any person duly authorized hy such justice 
or officer, at all reasonable times to have access to such hooks, and mined, 
to examine the stock of such maker or seller of gunpowder, and 
compare and balance the same with the aecoimt kept in such 
20 hooks ; and the several chief officers of pohee (except the chief 
officers of police within the police district of Dublin metropolis), 
to whom such accounts and retmms shall he rendered, shall, from 
time to time, transmit the same to the inspector general of con- 
stabulary in Ireland as they may he hy him directed; and if any 
25 such maker or manufactiuer of, or dealer in, gunpowder shall not 
make such returns, or shall not truly make the same, or shall not 
keep such hooks, or shall not truly make, or cause to he made, such 
entries therein, or shall not, after demand, produce such hooks to 
any person hereby or hy the said persons duly authorized as 
30 aforesaid, or shall not permit any such person to inspect the same, 
or to examine his stock, he shall, for the first offence, he liable to 
a penalty not exceeding ten pounds, and for any subsequent offence 
shall he liable to a penalty not exceedmg twenty pounds. 

37 Every person who shall make, repair, or sell, any gun, pistol, Monthly 
36 revolver, or otker flre-ai-m, or any. part thereof, shall. keep a hook 

in which he shall enter or cause to he entered a monthly account &c. shall be 
of all such articles made, sold, or repaired hy such person, and to or kopt 
for whom and the respective times when the same were sold or 
repaired, and shall every month return a copy of such account 
4,0 to the chief offtoer of poMoe in the district, and the chief officer 
of police of every district (except the police district of Duhlin 
metropolis) shad transmit the same to the inspector general of 

[88.] B ^ 
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constabulary in Ireland; and it shall be lawfitl for any justice of 
the peace, or chief ofBcer of police, or any person duly authorized 
by such justice or officer, at all reasonable times, on demand, to 
hare access to such book, to examine the same ; and if any person 
licensed as last aforesaid, making, repairing, or selling any such 5 
article, shall not keep such book, or shall not truly enter or cause to 
be entered therein such account as aforesaid, or shall omit to make 
any such return as aforesaid, or shall not, after demand, produce 
such book to any person hereby or by the said persons duly 
authorized as aforesaid, or shall, not permit such person to examine 10 
the same, he shall for the first offence be liable to a peiialty not 
exceeding ten pounds, and for any subsequent offence be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

Poioer to apprehend Witnesses absconding. 

38. Whenever any person shall be bound by recognizance to give 15 
evidence at any trial, or at the hearing of any charge, it shall be 
lawful for any justice, if he shall see fit, upon the application of 
any person, and upon information being made in writing, and on 
oath by such person that the person so bound to give evidence is 
about to abscond or has absconded, to issue his warrant for the 20 
arrest of such person so bound to give evidence, and afterwards, 
when such person has been arrested upon being satisfied that the 
ends of justice would otherwise be defeated, to commit such person 
when so arrested to gaol until such trial or hearing, or rmtil he 
shall produce another sufficient surety or other sufficient sureties, 25 
as the case may be, in like manner as before. 

Power to Grand Jw'y to present Compensation in certain Cases.- 

39. Where it shall appear that any person has been murdered, 
maimed, or otherwise injured in his person, and that such murder, 
maiming, or injury is a crime of the character commonly known as 30 
agrarian, or arising out of any illegal combination or conspiracy, it 
shall be lawful for the grand jm-y of the county within which such 
mm’der, maiming, or injury shall have been committed to present 
such sum or sums of money as they shall think just and reasonable 

to be paid to the personal representative of the person so murdered, 35 
or to the person so maimed or injured, having regard to the rank, 
degree, situation, and circumstances of such person ; such money 
to be raised off the county at large or the barony or townland in 
which such murder or maiming shall respectively have been per- 
petrated, at the discretion of such grand juiy ; and every such 40 
presentment shall be made in the like manner, and shall, save as is 
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by tbis Act expressly provided, be subject to tbe like conditions as x.D. i87o. 

any presentment made under the authority of section one hundred 

and six of an Act passed in the session of Parliament held in the 
sixth and seventh years of the reign of His late Majesty King 
5 ‘William the Poiu’th, chapter one hundred and sixteen, intituled 
“ An Act to consolidate and amend the Laws relating to the pre- 
“ sentment of public money by Grand Juries in Leland.” 

40. All moneys presented under the authority of the preceding Moneys 
section of this Act, or of section one hundred and sis of the said 

cornpenBai- 

10 Act passed in the session of Parhament held in the sixth and seventh tion under 
years of the reign of His late Majesty King William the Pourth, 
chapter one himdred and- sixteen, as compensation to witnesses, c.ii6.s.i06., 
magistrates, or peace oficers maimed, or to the personal represen- under 
tatives of such persons, where such persons have been murdered, Peace Pre- 
16 shall be charged, applotted, and assessed only upon the dwelling 

houses within the district off which the same are under the authorities paid by 
aforesaid respectively to be raised or levied according to the yearly 
value of such dwelling houses as ascertained for the pruposes of 
grand jury cess, and all such moneys so charged, applotted, and 
20 assessed shall be paid and payable by such occupiers as aforesaid, 
and shall he levied from such occupiers in the same manner and 
by the same means in all respects as grand jury cess is now by law 
levied. 

41. Every penalty recoverable under the provisions of this Act Recovery of 
26 shall be recoverable in a summary way, with respect to the police 

district of Dublin metropolis subject and according to the provisions 
of any Act regulating the powers and duties of justices of the peace 
for such district or of the pohee of such district, and with respect 
to other parts of Ireland, before a justice or justices of the peace 
30 sitting in petty sessions, subject and according to the provisions of 
The Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 1861, and any Act amending the 
same, and wdth the like right and power of appeal as in the said 
Act is given and provided for, and shall be applied according to the 
provisions of The Pines Act (Ireland), 1851, or any Act amending 
35 the same. 

42. It is hei-eby declared and enacted that the parts of Acts in Declaration 

Part II. of the Schedule (B.) to this Act annexed do not and shall of’ 

not apply to any information filed in Her Majesty’s Court of Queen’s certain 
Bench at Dublin, or to any indictment found in or removed by the 

40 writ of Certiorari into the said Coui't, or to the trial of any issue 
joined on any such information or indictment; and it is hereby 
[88.] C 
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A.D. 1870. declared and enacted, that the term, the “ court house of any 
county” as used in section four of The Juries Act (Ireland), 1868, 
does and shall, so far as relates to the county of Dublin, include 
the Court of Queen’s Bench, or any Court within the building 
known as the Four Courts at Dublin. 6 
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SCHEDULE (A.) 



EORMS. 

Eorm (I.) 

Summons to Witness. 

5 The Queen "I Petty Sessions District of 
persona unknown. J County of 
Wheeeas it appears that (') 



(>) Set out 
felony or 
midemeanoTt 



This is to command you to appear as a witness before me at 
on the day of 

10 at o’clock, then and there to he examined before me 

touching the premises 

(Signed) Justice of said county. 

T his day of 187 . 

To 

15 of 



Eokm (II.) 

Warramt to search. 

Petty Sessions District of 
County of 

20 Whereas it appears on the oath of A.JB. of M.N. there is reason- 
able cause i;o suspect that a threatening letter or notice (^) [as the o Set out 

n n -r\ D particulars. 

case may &e] was written by one V.D. or , 

and that there is to be found in the house or place [«s the case may 
he'] belonging to or under the control of the said G.D. [as the case 
25 may be] at (®) j some document or documents in the 

handwriting of the said O.J). or place. 

[88.] C 2 
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This is therefore to authorise aud require you to enter into the 
said house or place the case may he\ and to search for said 
document or documents, and to bring the same to me or some other 
justice. 

(Signed) Justice of the said eoimty. 

This day of 187 . 

To 

of . , 



Form (III.) 

Conviction. 

1 Be it remembered, that on the day of 

to wit. j year of om’ Lord , at 

in the said [county], A.B., being charged before us 
the undersigned of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace 

for the said [county], is conyicted before us, for that [he the said 
A.B., Sfc., statmg the offence, and the time and place when and 
where comnvitteI\ ; and we adjudge the said A.B. for his said 
offence to be imprisoned in the [gaol] at in the 

said [county], [and there be kept to hard labour] for the space 
of 

Given under our hands and seals, the day and year first above 
mentioned, at in the [county] aforesaid. 

J.S. (l.s.) 

E.M. (l.s.) 



Torm (TV.) 

Certificate of Dismissal. 

\ "We of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace for the 

to wit. J [county] of certify, That on the 

day of in the year of our Lord' at 

in the said [county] A.B. being charged before us, for that [he the 
said A.B., statmg the offence charged, and the time and place when 
and where alleged to he committed'], we did, having summarily 
adjudicated thereon, dismiss the said charge. 

Given under our hands and seals, this ' day of 

at in the [county] aforesaid. 

J.S. (L.s.) 

S.M. (L.s.) 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 
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Eorm (V.) 

Suggestion. 

In the Queen’s Bench, 
day, the day of 

It is hereby directed hy the Court that the issue \or 
issues] above joined shaU be tried by a jury of the 



Borm (VI.) 

Warrmt to secvrchfor cmd seize Printmg Presses, Newspapers, SfO. 
10 By the Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of 

Ireland. 

'Whereas a certain newspaper, to wit (“■) 

contains ( ) 

This is to authorize and require you and your assistants to enter 
15 into (®) and to search for 

and to seize and take away all 

0 

which you shall there find. 

20 This day of 187 . 

To » 

of 



(>) Siate luant 
of newspaper. 
(-) Describe 

graving, nmtUr, 
expressions, or 
incitements on 
account of 
which search 

directed. 

(5) Desaibe 

(*) State 
articles to be 
searched for. 

(«■) State 
articles to be 



EosM (VII.) 

Fostmg of Proclamations, Src. 

25 I'orm of Solemn Declaration. 

I, (constable or sub-constable) do solemnly and sincerely 

declare, that on the day of and \_here insert 

the dates'] I posted on or near to the doors of one place of pnblio 
■worship [if there he such] of erery parish and of every police 
30 station and barrack within that part of the district named or 
referred to in the annexed (proclamation or notice), known and 
called by the name of [here insert name of harony, half-barony, 
townland, ^c.], true copies of the annexed (proclamation or notice 
and abstract) ; and I make this solemn declaration conscientiously 
36 believing the same to be true, and by virtue of the provisions of 
an Act passed in the sixth year of the reign of his Majesty King 
[ 88 .] 0 8 
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'William the 5'om*th, chapter sixty-tT^o, for the abolition of un- 
necessary oaths. 

(Signed) A.B. 

Made and subscribed before me this • day of 

in the year 187 . g 

(Signed) C.P., Justice of the Peace. 

POBM (VIII.) 

Posting of Special Proclamation. 

Poem of Solemn Declaration. 

I, A.B. (constable or sub-constable) do sole mnl y and sincerely 10 
declare, that on the day of and fie^'e insert 

the dates'] I posted on or near to the doors of one place of public 
worship ['^ there he such] of every parish, and of every police station 
and ban-ack within that part of the district named or referred to in 
the annexed (special proclamation), known and called by the name 15 
of \Jiere insert name of barony, half-harony, townland, 8j-c.\ true 
copies of the annexed (proclamation and abstract) ; and I make 
this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be 
true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Act passed in the sixth 
year of the reign of His Majesty King William the Pourth, chapter 20 
sixty-two, for the abolition of unnecessary oaths. 

(Signed) A.B. 

Made and subscribed before mo this day of 

in the year 187 . 

(Signed) Q.B., Justice of the Peace. 25 



SCHEDULE (B.) 

Paet I. 

Enactments refeired to in Section 23 of this Act. 

15 & 16 Geo. 3. (Lish), c. 21. s. 2. 

60 Geo. 3. & 1 Geo. 4. c. 1. s. 1. 

Principal Act (11 & 12 Viet. c. 2.), ss. 9 and 12. 
Section 6 of this Act. 

Part II. 

Parts of Acts refen-ed to in Section 40 of this Act. 
3 & 4 Will. 4. c. 91. ss. 12 and 19. 

16 & 17 Vict. c. 113. ss. 109, 110, 111, and 112. 
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SCHEDULE (C.) 



Pefence in an Action under Section 30 of this Act. 



1 Court of ^ 

C.D., Defendant. / tlie day of lo7 • 

5 The said^.-B. api3ears and takes defence to the action of the said 
C.-Z)., and says, that the acts in the summons and plaint complained 
of were done rmder and by virtue of a certam warrant under the 
hand of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, bearing date the day 

Qf , and issued under the authority of Part III. of the 

10 Peace Preservation (Ireland) Act, 1870, in respect of a certain 
newspaper specified in sncli waimnt, to wit ^ C) O 

and which newspaper the defendant avers contained ( ), 

the particulars of which are endorsed hereon, and the defendant iiatMre of the 
says that the chattels signed were (®), and therefore 

15 he defends the action. 



20 



25 



phidorsement of Particulart 
[DescHhe or state the engraving, matter, 
ents, as in JVarrant.'\ 



copies of such 

expressions, or incite- 



definition of Threatening Letter and Threatening Notice. 

The terms “ threatening letter ” and " threatening notice ” shall 
respectively mean and include any letter or notice written, posted, 
published, circulated, sent, delivered, or uttered contrary to the 
provisions of any of the enactments following ; that is to say, 

1 & 2 ‘Will. 4. 0 . 44. s. 3. 

24 & 25 Viet. c. 97. s. 50. 

24 & 25 Viet. c. 100. s. 16. 



map be) used 
or employed, 
or intended to 
be used or 
employed, or 
reasonably 
suspected to be 
or to have been 

ployed {accord- 
ing to the 
alleged facts), ' 
or found in or 

premises {to 
wit) where 
such newspaper 
icas printed or 
piiblished or 
sold {as the 
case may be). 
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